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As of this writing the United States has sent Israel a total of 
$300 billion dollars in aid since Word War II, making Israel 
the largest recipient of U.S. foreign aid. The U.S. has sent 
Israel approximately $3.8 billion dollars annually since 2009. 
In 2023 lawmakers approved an additional $14.5 billion 
dollars in aid to Israel. 


Israel The Chosen 


But now listen, O Jacob My servant, 

Israel, whom | have chosen. 

This is the word of the Lord says - he who made you, who 
formed you from the womb, and who will help you: 

“Do not be afraid, Jacob My servant, 

Jeshurun, whom | have chosen. 

For | will pour water on the thirsty land, 

and streams on the dry ground; 

| will pour out my Spirit on your offspring, 

and my blessing on your descendants. 

They will spring up like grass in a meadow, like poplar trees 
by flowing streams. 

Some will say, ‘I belong to the Lord,’ 

others will call themselves by the name of Jacob, 

and still others will write on their hand, ‘The Lord’s,’ 

and will take the name of Israel.” 


- Isaiah, 44:3 


Saltwater 


| wish | could remove the salt from my tears 

So that they could quench the thirst of those for whom | weep 
| think God would call this a sin 

For he blessed his own people with an abundance 

That they now use to run his rivers red 

For he gave his own son the power to turn water into wine 
His people turn his blessing into a tool for genocide 
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DISCLAIMER: The following is a snapshot, a short summary of a vast body of work 
surrounding water and water rights in Palestine. The entire political and hydrological history 
of the region cannot be reliably discussed in these short pages. To keep the page count 
down, many details have painfully been left out. Let this serve as a brief introduction. 


INTRODUCTION 


The water in your blood is older than any nation is or ever will be. 
The water in your tissues has been recycled time and time again; it 
has lived many lives before it came to you. Please consider the 
great luxury you have, to turn on your faucet and — for pennies — 
receive the gift of life. 


THE RESOURCE 


Approximately 97.2% of the world’s water is saltwater, leaving 
only 2.8% fresh water. Most of that 2.8% is inaccessible, frozen in 
glaciers or as permafrost. We are left with less than 1% of 
accessible fresh water to share among all living things on Earth. This 
water is found in rivers, lakes, streams, and groundwater aquifers. 
Water is an abundant resource, fresh water is not. Once a 
groundwater aquifer is pumped dry, it can take millions of years to 
replenish this ancient resource. We will see a decrease in available 
fresh water in the coming decades. Reservoirs, rivers, and lakes will 
dry up due to increasingly intense droughts as a result of climate 
change. Human beings are approximately 60% water. A person may 
live as long as a few months without solid food, however humans 
cannot live more than a matter of days without water. 
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THE LANDSCAPE 


The Middle East is one of the most arid regions in the world, 
nations here rely heavily on groundwater as their main water source. 
There are multiple aquifers that supply water to the region. The 
Northern Basin, Western Basin, and Eastern Basin make up the 
Mountain Aquifer, which lies under Israel and the occupied West 
Bank. The Coastal Aquifer lies underneath the Gaza Strip. 


Palestine is surrounded by water, yet faces large scale scarcity. 
The Coastal Aquifer is the Gaza Strip’s only fresh water resource, 
however it is estimated that as much as 97% of this water is 
undrinkable due to over extraction, sewage infiltration, and saltwater 
intrusion. Israel’s blockade on Gaza, frequent power outages, and 
constant bombings have left Gaza’s water infrastructure constantly 
on the verge of collapse. Consequently, between 100,000 and 
130,000 cubic meters of untreated wastewater to leak into the 
Mediterranean sea and the groundwater aquifers each day, causing 
the pollution of Gaza’s only reliable fresh water source. 2.2 million 
Gazans live with this constant scarcity and health hazard. 


A BRIEF HISTORY 


Wars over water resources have been fought for thousands of 
years in the Middle East, and water is still fought over today. 
Understanding the war over water in Palestine begins with 
understanding the history of the state of Israel. 

In the 1800's some Jewish leaders garnered support for the idea 
of a return to Zion (the holy land of Jerusalem), hence the term 
Zionism. During World War I, the British government stated its intent 
to aid in the creation of a national home for the Jewish people on 
Palestinian land in a document called the Balfour Declaration. 
Following WWI the League of Nations granted Britain administration 
over Palestine. In 1947 the United Nations drafted a plan to partition 
Palestine into a Jewish and Arab state, assigning more than half of 
the land to Jews who only constituted one third of the population at 
the time. The surrounding Arab nations rejected this plan. The British 
administration of Palestine ended in 1948 with the official 
establishment of Israel. The next day, armies from Syria, Egypt, 
Transjordan and Iraq invaded Palestine to stop this. The 
displacement of 700,000 Palestinians, also known as al-Nakba (the 
Catastrophe) and the Arab-Israeli War of 1948 was a direct result of 
Israel’s establishment. Palestinians were forced out of their homes, 
and fled to Jordan and Egypt. 

The Six Days War of 1967 began when Egypt closed the Straits of 
Tiran to Israeli ships and mobilized military forces along the Israeli 
border. Israel launched pre-emptive attacks on Egypt, while Arab 
nations joined the war against Israel. After six days a ceasefire was 
declared and Israel gained control of the West Bank from Jordan and 
the Gaza Strip from Egypt. Over 500,000 Palestinians living in Gaza 
and the West Bank were suddenly refugees under Israeli occupation. 


The Oslo Accords, a series of agreements signed in the 1990's 
between Israel and the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) 
produced a number of outcomes with the ultimate goal of peace. 
Notably, the Oslo Accords split the occupied West Bank into three 
categories: Area A (full Palestinian control), Area B (Palestinian civil 
control and joint Israeli-Palestinian security control), and Area C (full 
Israeli control). Oslo granted Israel control of water resources in the 
region, and established the Israeli-Palestinian Joint Water Committee 
(JWC) to oversee water resources in the West Bank. The Gaza Strip 
has been under Palestinian civil and security control since Israeli 
forces withdrew from the area in 2005, however Israel maintains a 
land, air, and sea blockade which limits the resources that can enter 
Gaza. The blockade has caused several human rights organizations 
and United Nations experts to call the Gaza Strip the “largest open 
air prison” in the world, due to Israeli-imposed restrictions on the 
movement of people and resources through Gaza. In 2006 an 
election was held where Hamas, one of two major political parties in 
Palestine, was elected to run the government in Gaza. Another 
election has not been held since. Hamas, an Islamic party labeled a 
terrorist organization by the U.S. and other nations, has led armed 
resistance against Israel for decades. 


ISRAEL'S WATER POLICY: Water in the West Bank 


Israel is a global leader in water resource management. As an 
occupying force Israel holds the power to turn on and off the taps in 
occupied Palestinian territory, and a responsibility under international 
law to ensure that the population has access to sufficient food, water, 
and basic sanitation. Israel uses 80% of the water from the Mountain 
Aquifer in the occupied West Bank, leaving 20% for Palestinians. 
Because of this uneven allocation, Palestinians in the often struggle 
to find water. Palestinians have a history of being herders and 
farmers, however many families do not have enough water to 
maintain their farmlands. A few miles away, Israeli settlements in the 
West Bank enjoy orchards, vineyards, and dairy farms, possible due 
to Israeli control of the aquifer. Settlements in the West Bank 
consume 4-5 times more water than Palestinian villages. After 1967 
many Palestinian wells in the West Bank were sealed off, now relying 
on Israel for their water. In 1967, Israeli Military Order 92 gave 
oversight of all water resources to an Israeli appointed Water Officer, 
while Order 158 established that wells, and other infrastructure fall 
under Israeli control, and all unauthorized projects will be destroyed. 


Along with the Oslo Accords, these mandates grant Israel 
complete control over water resources in the West Bank, allowing 
Israel to destroy wells and rainwater barrels set up by Palestinians; it 
is illegal to collect rainwater in Palestine. While the Oslo Accords 
recognized Palestinian’s right to water and promised a greater share 
of water in the occupied territories, Israel controls all the water 
infrastructure and restricts access for Palestinians. Even with the 
JWC, Israeli water projects are approved much faster and more often 
than projects for Palestinian villages. 


ISRAEL'S WATER INFRASTRUCTURE 


Israel has led the world in water recycling, desalination, and 
wastewater treatment technology. In 2020, 80% of all Israel’s water 
was recycled. In 2022, 85% of Israel’s drinkable water was produced 
through reverse osmosis (RO) of seawater. 90% of recycled 
wastewater is used in the agricultural sector, with almost half of all 
crops being irrigated by recycled water. Israel’s arid location does not 
limit the nation’s water supply. Israel has constructed a vast and 
sustainable water system for its citizens. The nation regularly 
experiences a water surplus meaning that they produce more water 
than they use. Due to their infrastructure and conservation measures, 
this means Israeli citizens are never without water. Miles away, 
Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank have to purchase more than 
80% of their water from Israel. Gazans spend as much as 30% of 
their incomes on water. Palestinians pay for the right to use their own 
water. For reference, the average American spends between 4-12% 
of their income on water bills. Decades of wars and the recent 
blockade on the Gaza Strip has left lasting damage on Gaza’s water 
infrastructure. Pipes, desalination plants, and wastewater treatment 
plants have fallen into disrepair due to the Israeli military’s restriction 
of “dual use” materials, such as cement, entering Gaza. These are 
materials that could be used for both civilian and military projects, 
including weapons. Israel claims it controls the movement of these 
materials into Gaza to protect Israelis from terror attacks. The 
construction of new wastewater treatment and RO plants is routinely 
stalled, sometimes for years, due to the restriction of dual use 
materials. Israel’s chokehold on water resources in Palestine is 
poisoning and bankrupting Palestinians. 


ISRAEL'S NATIONAL WATER COMPANY 


Israel has a vast network of pipes, wastewater treatment plants, 
and desalination plants, however the vision of a flourishing state 


began long before Israel’s inception. Mekorot, the national water 
company of Israel was established in 1937, eleven years before the 
creation of Israel. In 2013 the largest water company in the 
Netherlands, Vitens, severed ties with Mekorot because of the 
company’s actions in Palestinian territory. After consulting with the 
Dutch Foreign Ministry, Vitens stated their concerns that Mekorot 
violated international laws while supplying water to Palestinians in the 
West Bank. Portugal and Argentina ended similar contracts with 
Mekorot in 2014, also citing human rights concerns. 


FINDING CLEAN WATER IN PALESTINE 


As previously stated, as much as 97% of Gaza’s Coastal aquifer 
is undrinkable leaving Palestinians no choice but to purchase a 
majority of their water from Israel. Desalination is also a resource for 
Gazans, there are over 150 small capacity desalination plants in 
Gaza. Over 80% of these facilities are operated by commercial 
companies and are under little to no regulation. Palestinians in Gaza 
rely on a mixture of repurchased water from Israel and questionably 
safe desalinated water. Families sometimes use small reverse 
osmosis (RO) systems to purify sea water themselves, however this 
is difficult due to the high cost and high energy demand of RO. The 
UN states that water should not account for more than 3% of a 
family’s income, yet Gazans spend approximately 30% of their 
incomes on water. It takes much longer for water projects to be 
approved and built in Gaza due to lengthy Israeli approval processes 
and Israeli restrictions on “dual use” items such as pipes and 
concrete. In January 2024, Palestinians in Gaza started drinking dirty 
water since key water infrastructure has been destroyed due to 
bombing, and water treatment facilities have shut down due to lack of 
fuel. Humanitarian aid has not been sufficient to support the 2.2 
million people in Gaza. 


THE HUMAN RIGHT TO WATER 


The Human Right to Water and Sanitation (HRWS) was officially 
recognized by the UN in 2010, and has been recognized through 
several international laws and treaties. According to the UN and the 
World Health Organization (WHO), every human being should have 
access to a minimum of 50-100 liters of water a day to maintain basic 
hygiene. Before October 7, 2023, Gazans used an average of 88 
liters per person per day which dropped to 3 liters after October 7th. 


People in Gaza quickly began struggling to find water for drinking, 
cleaning, cooking, bathing, and medical treatment. Israelis use an 
average of 240 liters of water a day, compared to an average 310 
liters used by Americans. Water treatment plants, RO plants, and 
sewage treatment facilities have been shut down due to lack of fuel 
and electricity, causing a water shortage and a public health disaster. 


A MASSIVE HUMANITARIAN CRISIS 


Shortly after Hamas’ attack on October 7th, 2023, Israel began a 
bombing campaign of Gaza. Insufficient humanitarian aid has been 
allowed to enter Gaza, and people have lost access to clean water. 
After months of attacks, the people of Gaza started collecting 
rainwater and eating grass and animal feed, as water, food, and 
energy is running out. Gazans are forced to drink dirty water resulting 
in widespread waterborne diseases such as cholera and giardia. 
According to UNICEF, cases of diarrhea in children under 5 years of 
age has increased 2,000% since October due to unclean drinking 
water. A lack of clean water also leads to unsanitary living conditions, 
causing the spread of other diseases such as Hepatitis A. 


The WHO emergency minimum amount of . 
water needed during crisis is 7.5 liters aday. The 240 liters 
UN estimates that humans require amininumof3 @ @ @ 
liters a day to survive. The UN reported in 
December 2023 that children sheltering in 
Rafah only have access to 1.5 - 2 liters of water 
a day. 
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The Israeli military is massacring Palestinian men, women, and 
children, in the pursuit of destroying Hamas. As of February 2024, 
30,000 people have been killed in Gaza. The weaponization of food 
and water against a civilian population largely under the age of 
eighteen will not be forgotten. 


let this enrage, empower, and inspire you. 
hoglg LliSosg EAs lie ¢5 


for a printable version and sources cited visit: 


https://archive.org/details/waterislifedeathdestruction 
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FEBRUARY, 2024 


As of this writing the United States has sent Israel a total of 
$300 billion dollars in aid since Word War II, making Israel 
the largest recipient of U.S. foreign aid. The U.S. has sent 


Israel approximately $3.8 billion dollars annually since 2009. 


In 2023 lawmakers approved an additional $14.5 billion 
dollars in aid to Israel. 


The Israeli military is massacring Palestinian men, women, and 
children, in the pursuit of destroying Hamas. As of February 2024, 
30,000 people have been killed in Gaza. The weaponization of food 
and water against a civilian population largely under the age of 
eighteen will not be forgotten. 


let this enrage, empower, and inspire you. 
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People in Gaza quickly began struggling to find water for drinking, 
cleaning, cooking, bathing, and medical treatment. Israelis use an 
average of 240 liters of water a day, compared to an average 310 
liters used by Americans. Water treatment plants, RO plants, and 
sewage treatment facilities have been shut down due to lack of fuel 
and electricity, causing a water shortage and a public health disaster. 


A MASSIVE HUMANITARIAN CRISIS 


Shortly after Hamas’ attack on October 7th, 2023, Israel began a 
bombing campaign of Gaza. Insufficient humanitarian aid has been 
allowed to enter Gaza, and people have lost access to clean water. 
After months of attacks, the people of Gaza started collecting 
rainwater and eating grass and animal feed, as water, food, and 
energy is running out. Gazans are forced to drink dirty water resulting 
in widespread waterborne diseases such as cholera and giardia. 
According to UNICEF, cases of diarrhea in children under 5 years of 
age has increased 2,000% since October due to unclean drinking 
water. A lack of clean water also leads to unsanitary living conditions, 
causing the spread of other diseases such as Hepatitis A. 


The WHO emergency minimum amount of . 
water needed during crisis is 7.5 liters aday. The 240 liters 
UN estimates that humans require amininumof3 @ @ @ 
liters a day to survive. The UN reported in 
December 2023 that children sheltering in 
Rafah only have access to 1.5 - 2 liters of water 
a day. 
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Israel The Chosen 


But now listen, O Jacob My servant, 

Israel, whom | have chosen. 

This is the word of the Lord says - he who made you, who 
formed you from the womb, and who will help you: 

“Do not be afraid, Jacob My servant, 

Jeshurun, whom | have chosen. 

For | will pour water on the thirsty land, 

and streams on the dry ground; 

| will pour out my Spirit on your offspring, 

and my blessing on your descendants. 

They will spring up like grass in a meadow, like poplar trees 
by flowing streams. 

Some will say, ‘I belong to the Lord,’ 

others will call themselves by the name of Jacob, 

and still others will write on their hand, ‘The Lord’s,’ 

and will take the name of Israel.” 


- Isaiah, 44:3 


Saltwater 


| wish | could remove the salt from my tears 
So that they could quench the thirst of those for whom | weep 
| think God would call this a sin 

For he blessed his own people with an abundance 

That they now use to run his rivers red 

For he gave his own son the power to turn water into wine 
His people turn his blessing into a tool for genocide 
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began long before Israel’s inception. Mekorot, the national water 
company of Israel was established in 1937, eleven years before the 
creation of Israel. In 2013 the largest water company in the 
Netherlands, Vitens, severed ties with Mekorot because of the 
company’s actions in Palestinian territory. After consulting with the 
Dutch Foreign Ministry, Vitens stated their concerns that Mekorot 
violated international laws while supplying water to Palestinians in the 
West Bank. Portugal and Argentina ended similar contracts with 
Mekorot in 2014, also citing human rights concerns. 


FINDING CLEAN WATER IN PALESTINE 


As previously stated, as much as 97% of Gaza’s Coastal aquifer 
is undrinkable leaving Palestinians no choice but to purchase a 
majority of their water from Israel. Desalination is also a resource for 
Gazans, there are over 150 small capacity desalination plants in 
Gaza. Over 80% of these facilities are operated by commercial 
companies and are under little to no regulation. Palestinians in Gaza 
rely on a mixture of repurchased water from Israel and questionably 
safe desalinated water. Families sometimes use small reverse 
osmosis (RO) systems to purify sea water themselves, however this 
is difficult due to the high cost and high energy demand of RO. The 
UN states that water should not account for more than 3% of a 
family’s income, yet Gazans spend approximately 30% of their 
incomes on water. It takes much longer for water projects to be 
approved and built in Gaza due to lengthy Israeli approval processes 
and Israeli restrictions on “dual use” items such as pipes and 
concrete. In January 2024, Palestinians in Gaza started drinking dirty 
water since key water infrastructure has been destroyed due to 
bombing, and water treatment facilities have shut down due to lack of 
fuel. Humanitarian aid has not been sufficient to support the 2.2 
million people in Gaza. 


THE HUMAN RIGHT TO WATER 


The Human Right to Water and Sanitation (HRWS) was officially 
recognized by the UN in 2010, and has been recognized through 
several international laws and treaties. According to the UN and the 
World Health Organization (WHO), every human being should have 
access to a minimum of 50-100 liters of water a day to maintain basic 
hygiene. Before October 7, 2023, Gazans used an average of 88 
liters per person per day which dropped to 3 liters after October 7th. 


Along with the Oslo Accords, these mandates grant Israel 
complete control over water resources in the West Bank, allowing 
Israel to destroy wells and rainwater barrels set up by Palestinians; it 
is illegal to collect rainwater in Palestine. While the Oslo Accords 
recognized Palestinian’s right to water and promised a greater share 
of water in the occupied territories, Israel controls all the water 
infrastructure and restricts access for Palestinians. Even with the 
JWC, Israeli water projects are approved much faster and more often 
than projects for Palestinian villages. 


ISRAEL'S WATER INFRASTRUCTURE 


Israel has led the world in water recycling, desalination, and 
wastewater treatment technology. In 2020, 80% of all Israel’s water 
was recycled. In 2022, 85% of Israel’s drinkable water was produced 
through reverse osmosis (RO) of seawater. 90% of recycled 
wastewater is used in the agricultural sector, with almost half of all 
crops being irrigated by recycled water. Israel’s arid location does not 
limit the nation’s water supply. Israel has constructed a vast and 
sustainable water system for its citizens. The nation regularly 
experiences a water surplus meaning that they produce more water 
than they use. Due to their infrastructure and conservation measures, 
this means Israeli citizens are never without water. Miles away, 
Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank have to purchase more than 
80% of their water from Israel. Gazans spend as much as 30% of 
their incomes on water. Palestinians pay for the right to use their own 
water. For reference, the average American spends between 4-12% 
of their income on water bills. Decades of wars and the recent 
blockade on the Gaza Strip has left lasting damage on Gaza’s water 
infrastructure. Pipes, desalination plants, and wastewater treatment 
plants have fallen into disrepair due to the Israeli military’s restriction 
of “dual use” materials, such as cement, entering Gaza. These are 
materials that could be used for both civilian and military projects, 
including weapons. Israel claims it controls the movement of these 
materials into Gaza to protect Israelis from terror attacks. The 
construction of new wastewater treatment and RO plants is routinely 
stalled, sometimes for years, due to the restriction of dual use 
materials. Israel’s chokehold on water resources in Palestine is 
poisoning and bankrupting Palestinians. 


ISRAEL'S NATIONAL WATER COMPANY 


Israel has a vast network of pipes, wastewater treatment plants, 
and desalination plants, however the vision of a flourishing state 


DISCLAIMER: The following is a snapshot, a short summary of a vast body of work 
surrounding water and water rights in Palestine. The entire political and hydrological history 
of the region cannot be reliably discussed in these short pages. To keep the page count 
down, many details have painfully been left out. Let this serve as a brief introduction. 


INTRODUCTION 


The water in your blood is older than any nation is or ever will be. 
The water in your tissues has been recycled time and time again; it 
has lived many lives before it came to you. Please consider the 
great luxury you have, to turn on your faucet and — for pennies — 
receive the gift of life. 


THE RESOURCE 


Approximately 97.2% of the world’s water is saltwater, leaving 
only 2.8% fresh water. Most of that 2.8% is inaccessible, frozen in 
glaciers or as permafrost. We are left with less than 1% of 
accessible fresh water to share among all living things on Earth. This 
water is found in rivers, lakes, streams, and groundwater aquifers. 
Water is an abundant resource, fresh water is not. Once a 
groundwater aquifer is pumped dry, it can take millions of years to 
replenish this ancient resource. We will see a decrease in available 
fresh water in the coming decades. Reservoirs, rivers, and lakes will 
dry up due to increasingly intense droughts as a result of climate 
change. Human beings are approximately 60% water. A person may 
live as long as a few months without solid food, however humans 
cannot live more than a matter of days without water. 
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THE LANDSCAPE 


The Middle East is one of the most arid regions in the world, 
nations here rely heavily on groundwater as their main water source. 
There are multiple aquifers that supply water to the region. The 
Northern Basin, Western Basin, and Eastern Basin make up the 
Mountain Aquifer, which lies under Israel and the occupied West 
Bank. The Coastal Aquifer lies underneath the Gaza Strip. 


Palestine is surrounded by water, yet faces large scale scarcity. 
The Coastal Aquifer is the Gaza Strip’s only fresh water resource, 
however it is estimated that as much as 97% of this water is 
undrinkable due to over extraction, sewage infiltration, and saltwater 
intrusion. Israel’s blockade on Gaza, frequent power outages, and 
constant bombings have left Gaza’s water infrastructure constantly 
on the verge of collapse. Consequently, between 100,000 and 
130,000 cubic meters of untreated wastewater to leak into the 
Mediterranean sea and the groundwater aquifers each day, causing 
the pollution of Gaza’s only reliable fresh water source. 2.2 million 
Gazans live with this constant scarcity and health hazard. 


A BRIEF HISTORY 


Wars over water resources have been fought for thousands of 
years in the Middle East, and water is still fought over today. 
Understanding the war over water in Palestine begins with 
understanding the history of the state of Israel. 

In the 1800's some Jewish leaders garnered support for the idea 
of a return to Zion (the holy land of Jerusalem), hence the term 
Zionism. During World War I, the British government stated its intent 
to aid in the creation of a national home for the Jewish people on 
Palestinian land in a document called the Balfour Declaration. 
Following WWI the League of Nations granted Britain administration 
over Palestine. In 1947 the United Nations drafted a plan to partition 
Palestine into a Jewish and Arab state, assigning more than half of 
the land to Jews who only constituted one third of the population at 
the time. The surrounding Arab nations rejected this plan. The British 
administration of Palestine ended in 1948 with the official 
establishment of Israel. The next day, armies from Syria, Egypt, 
Transjordan and Iraq invaded Palestine to stop this. The 
displacement of 700,000 Palestinians, also known as al-Nakba (the 
Catastrophe) and the Arab-Israeli War of 1948 was a direct result of 
Israel’s establishment. Palestinians were forced out of their homes, 
and fled to Jordan and Egypt. 

The Six Days War of 1967 began when Egypt closed the Straits of 
Tiran to Israeli ships and mobilized military forces along the Israeli 
border. Israel launched pre-emptive attacks on Egypt, while Arab 
nations joined the war against Israel. After six days a ceasefire was 
declared and Israel gained control of the West Bank from Jordan and 
the Gaza Strip from Egypt. Over 500,000 Palestinians living in Gaza 
and the West Bank were suddenly refugees under Israeli occupation. 


The Oslo Accords, a series of agreements signed in the 1990's 
between Israel and the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) 
produced a number of outcomes with the ultimate goal of peace. 
Notably, the Oslo Accords split the occupied West Bank into three 
categories: Area A (full Palestinian control), Area B (Palestinian civil 
control and joint Israeli-Palestinian security control), and Area C (full 
Israeli control). Oslo granted Israel control of water resources in the 
region, and established the Israeli-Palestinian Joint Water Committee 
(JWC) to oversee water resources in the West Bank. The Gaza Strip 
has been under Palestinian civil and security control since Israeli 
forces withdrew from the area in 2005, however Israel maintains a 
land, air, and sea blockade which limits the resources that can enter 
Gaza. The blockade has caused several human rights organizations 
and United Nations experts to call the Gaza Strip the “largest open 
air prison” in the world, due to Israeli-imposed restrictions on the 
movement of people and resources through Gaza. In 2006 an 
election was held where Hamas, one of two major political parties in 
Palestine, was elected to run the government in Gaza. Another 
election has not been held since. Hamas, an Islamic party labeled a 
terrorist organization by the U.S. and other nations, has led armed 
resistance against Israel for decades. 


ISRAEL'S WATER POLICY: Water in the West Bank 


Israel is a global leader in water resource management. As an 
occupying force Israel holds the power to turn on and off the taps in 
occupied Palestinian territory, and a responsibility under international 
law to ensure that the population has access to sufficient food, water, 
and basic sanitation. Israel uses 80% of the water from the Mountain 
Aquifer in the occupied West Bank, leaving 20% for Palestinians. 
Because of this uneven allocation, Palestinians in the often struggle 
to find water. Palestinians have a history of being herders and 
farmers, however many families do not have enough water to 
maintain their farmlands. A few miles away, Israeli settlements in the 
West Bank enjoy orchards, vineyards, and dairy farms, possible due 
to Israeli control of the aquifer. Settlements in the West Bank 
consume 4-5 times more water than Palestinian villages. After 1967 
many Palestinian wells in the West Bank were sealed off, now relying 
on Israel for their water. In 1967, Israeli Military Order 92 gave 
oversight of all water resources to an Israeli appointed Water Officer, 
while Order 158 established that wells, and other infrastructure fall 
under Israeli control, and all unauthorized projects will be destroyed. 


Water is Life, Death Destruction: Resources 


All sources listed were referenced to varying degrees during the creation of this zine. 
Media Bias/Fact Check was used to judge the credibility and bias of each source. All 
information was carefully reviewed and cross-referenced. 


https://mediabiasfactcheck.com/ 


Videos and Documentaries 
Groundwater & the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, by Crash Course Geography 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hzntl-YJe04&ab_channel=CrashCourse 


How Israel Created a Water Surplus that Changed the Nation, by TBN Israel 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KYhZwcwtN4k&ab_channel=TBNIsrael 


The Arab-Israeli War of 1948 and Nakba explained, by TRT World 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eTMRMX7Pw5Uéab_channel=TRT World 


Why Gazans Don’t Have Enough Water to Survive, by The Wall Street Journal: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xt1l1ZE_zlY&ab_channel=TheWallStreetJournal 


Israel’s Water Control, by Middle East Eye 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4fjslIQeZkQwé&ab_channel=MiddleEastEve 


Is Israel Weaponising Water in Palestine? | People & Power Documentary, by Al 
Jazeera 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HSbnniboAXo&ab_channel=AlJazeeraEnglish 


How Israel became a leader in water use in the Middle East, by PBS NewsHour 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=taMWUjda3fA&ab_channel=PBSNewsHour 


How Israel created a water crisis for Palestinians | It's Complicated, by The Guardian 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bCh043-gLIM&ab_channel=TheGuardian 


Here's How the Six-Day War Changed the Map of the Middle East, by the History 
Channel 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B6006Kcijso&ab_channel=HISTORY 


What were the Oslo Accords between Israel and the Palestinians?, by Al Jazeera 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GOj9sZ6j6Lo&ab_channel=AlJazeeraEnglish 


Settlers are taking over East Jerusalem one house at a time, by Vox 
httos://www.youtube.com/watch?v= TInkKORL5VM&ab_channel=Vox 


How Israel Created a Water Surplus that Changed the Nation, by TBN Israel 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KYhZwcwtN4k&t=2s&ab_channel=TBNisrael 


Articles 


How the U.S. has fueled Israel’s decades-long war on Palestinians, by The Seattle 
Times 


httos://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/how-the-u-s-has-fueled-israels-decades-long-war- 


on-palestinians/ 


Water Supply and Sanitation in Israel, Wikipedia 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water_supply_and_sanitation_in_Israel 


Amid Gaza war, activists in Argentina aim to expel Israeli water company, by Al Jazeera 


https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/11/24/amid-gaza-war-activists-in-argentina-aim-to 
-expel-israeli-water-company 


The agreement with MEKOROT in La Plata (Argentina) has been suspended!, by Stop 
The Wall 


https://www.stopthewall.org/es/2014/03/07/agreement-mekorot-la-plata-argentina-has-b 
een-suspended/ 


How Long Can Gaza Survive Without Water?, The Intelligencer 
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2023/10/how-long-can-gaza-survive-without-water.html 


Global Issues: Water, the UN 
httos://www.un.org/en/global-issues/water#:~:text=The%20right%20to%20water&text=T 


he%20Assembly%20recognized%20the%20right.per%20cent%200f%20household%20i 
ncome. 


Hostilities in the Gaza Strip and Israel | Flash Update #10, by the United Nations Office 
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 


httos://www.ochaopt.org/content/hostilities-gaza-strip-and-israel-flash-update-10? gl=1* 


tokc8dt*_ga*MTQxNjEZMDUyMC4xNZA1NjM10TUw*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTcwODQ5 
NDAyMy43LjEuMTcwODQ5NDAzMy41MC4wLjA. 


Water Sanitation and Health: Humanitarian Emergencies, The World Health 
Organization 


https://www.who.int/teams/environment-climate-change-and-health/water-sanitation-and 
-health/environmental-health-in-emergencies/humanitarian-emergencies 


Drinking Water, The World Health Organization 
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/drinking-water 


The Human Right to Water and Sanitation, Wikipedia 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_right_to_water_and_sanitation 


General Assembly declares access to clean water and sanitation is a human right, by 
UN News 


https://news.un.org/en/story/2010/07/346122 


Explainer: Was Hamas Elected by a Majority of Palestinians in Gaza?, by Nur Ibrahim 
httos://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/explainer-was-hamas-elected-by-a-majority-of- 


palestinians-in-gaza/ar-AA 1juv9z 


What is Hamas? What to know about its origins, leaders and funding, by PBS News 
Hour 


httos://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/what-is-hamas-what-to-know-about-its-origins-lead 


ers-and-funding 


Hamas, the militant group that attacked Israel, explained, by Vox 


https://www.vox.com/politics/2023/10/10/2391166 1/hamas-israel-war-gaza-palestine-ex 
plainer 


Biden signs $1.7 trillion spending bill, including $3.8 billion for Israel, into law, by The 
Times of Israel 


httos://www.timesofisrael.com/biden-signs-1-7-trillion-soending-bill-including-3-8-billion-f 


or-israel-into-law/ 


House approves nearly $14.5 billion in military aid for Israel. Biden vows to veto the 
GOP approach, by the Associated Press 


https://apnews.com/article/nouse-israel-aid-ukraine-republicans-biden-gaza-b/bfe528b1 
2ac5954cfd5c034f11320d 


Israel-Gaza: How much money does Israel get from the US?, by the BBC 
https://www.bbc.com/news/57170576 


U.S. aid to Israel: What to know, by PolitiFact 
https://www.politifact.com/article/2023/oct/18/us-aid-to-israel-what-to-know/ 


How Much Aid Does the U.S. Give to Israel?, by US News 


https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/articles/2023-10-10/how-much-aid-does-t 
he-u-s-give-to-israel 


US House passes $14.3bn aid package for Israel despite Democratic opposition, by 
The Guardian 


https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/nov/02/us-house-republicans-aid-israel-bid 
en-administration-threatens-veto 


Gaza residents surviving off animal feed and rice as food dwindles, by the BBC 
httos://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-68239320 


In Gaza, disease could be even deadlier than airstrikes, WHO says, by CNN 
https://www.cnn.com/2023/12/04/health/gaza-illness-disease/index.html 


Why oy a trickle of aid is getting oe Gaza, by CNN 


a-mime- intl/index. html 


Barely a drop of safe water to drink in Gaza, UN aid agency warns, by the United 
Nations News 


https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/12/1144972 


A precious resource: how Israel uses water to control the West Bank, by The Guardian 


https://www.thequardian.com/world/2023/may/17/how-israel-uses-water-to-control-west- 
bank-palestine 


The agreement with MEKOROT in La Plata (Argentina) has been suspended!, by Stop 
The Wall 


https://www.stopthewall.org/es/2014/03/07/agreement-mekorot-la-plata-argentina-has-b 
een-suspended/ 


Amid Gaza war, activists in Argentina aim to expel Israeli water company, by Al Jazeera 


https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/11/24/amid-gaza-war-activists-in-argentina-aim-to 
-expel-israeli-water-company 


The Occupation of Water, by Amnesty International 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2017/11/the-occupation-of-water/ 


Mekorot Loses Portugal Deal, Faces Global Protests, by the International Middle East 
Media Center 


https://imemc.org/article/67602/ 


Israeli state water company loses Portugal deal and faces global protests, by the BDS 
Movement 


https://bdsmovement.net/news/israeli-state-water-company-loses-portugal-deal-and-fac 
es-global-protests 


There's a water crisis in Gaza that the end of fighting might not solve, by NPR 
httos://www.npr.org/2023/12/29/1221571110/gaza-water-israel-crisis-hamas 


Occupation and International humanitarian law: questions and answers, by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 


https://www.icrc.org/en/doc/resources/documents/misc/634kfc.htm 


Gaza Strip explained: Who controls it and what to know, by NBC 
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/gaza-strip-controls-s-know-rcna119405 


Water under the bridge: how the Oslo agreement robbed the Palestinians, by The 
Guardian 


https://www.theguardian.com/world/on-the-middle-east/2013/feb/04/israel-palestinians- 
water-arafat-abbas 


It Is Illegal To Collect Rainwater in the West Bank — Here’s Why, by Aysha Qamar 
httops://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/it-is-illegal-to-collect-rainwater-in-the-west-bank 


-here-s-why/ar-AA1knf2D 


Gaza’s undrinkable water ‘slowly poisoning’ Palestinians, by Al Jazeera 


https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/10/12/gaza-undrinkable-water-slowly-poisoning-p 
eople 


Israeli desalination, wastewater treatment becomes global model for water scarcity, by 
the Times of Israel 


https://www.timesofisrael.com/israeli-desalination-wastewater-treatment-becomes-qloba 
|-model-for-water-scarcity/ 


The Palestinian Death Toll in Gaza Has Reached 29,000 People, Health Ministry Says, 
by Time Magazine 


https://time.com/6696507/palestinian-death-toll-gaza-israel-hamas/ 


International Agreements, Reports, and Other Resources 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 


https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/cescr.pdf 


The Right to Water: General Comment No. 15 on Articles 11 and 12 of the Covenant on 
Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights 


https://www.refworld.org/legal/qeneral/cescr/2003/en/39347 


Increasing Water Security in Gaza through Seawater Desalination, by UNICEF 


https://www.unicef.org/media/91396/file/Increasing-Water-Security-in-Gaza-through-Sea 
water-Desalination.pdf 


Visualizing Palestine 
https://www.instagram.com/p/COroMDTRPOY/?img_index=1 


Water Conflict Chronology, by The Pacific Institute 
https://www.worldwater.org/conflict/list/ 


